
Frequently Asked Questions

Why are Sex Offenders allowed to live
in my community?

The reolity is thot most people who hove
been sentenced to joil will eventudlly be
bock in our communities. The Coss County
She ffs Wce cqnnot dictote where on
Oltender chooses to live. Ollende6 drc
requlrcd to register with us ond notily us ol
ony chonges in registeted inlormotion,

Can Offenders be in public parks?

Olfenderc ore not ptohibited lrcm going to
public potks but would be restricted lrom o
park on school property.

How long does an Offender have to
register when they move into a
community?

Olfenders hdve thrce (j) doys to rcgistet
with the Ldw Enforcement Agency thdt
seruices the oddress they ore working or
living in. Homeless olfende$ must registet
every three (3) days. Olfendert must
register ony dddress they stoy ot 70
consecutive doys ot 30 cumulotive dqys in o
colendor yeor. Any chonges to registered
inlormotion must be mdde withtn j dqys.

Can Offenders live with children?

Olfenders con live with chlldren unless
ptohibited W ptobotion or court order.

What are Registered Offenders
required to do?

They dre requhed to registetdt s lrequency
determined by their risk level. Registtotion
involves o new picture qnd updoting
rcg istroti o n i nlo rmdt io n,

Cass County
Sheriff's Office

1512 23rd Ave N
Fargo, ND 58103
Office:241-5800

Dispatch: 451-7660
Emergency:911

FIND INFORMATION HERE

Cass County Sherlffs
Office - Fargo, ND

Next Door Phone App
(Location Based Alerts)

https://www.cassco
untynd.gov/our-
county/sheriff

"By Reporting Suspicious
Activity You Can Help Us

Prevent Crimes, Solve

Crimes and Foster a Safer
Community."
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When Registry is Required

According to NDcC 12.1-32-15 an individual

who has been convicted or pled SuiltY to
certain offenses in the state may be required

to register as a Sex Offender' This would apply

to a person who moves to North Dakota that
was convicted or pled guilty to an equivalent
offense in another iurisdiction. offenders who
live in another state may also have to register

in North Dakota if they work or attend school

in North Dakota. Oflender Against Children

Registration applies to an individual who has

been convicted or pled guiltY to certain

offenses where the victim was a child
(example Child Abuse).

Risk Levels

Low-Risk Offenders must register for 15 years,

Moderate-Risk offender must register for 25

years, and High-Risk offenders must register

for Lifetime.

An Offenders risk level is assigned by the
Attorney General's Sex Offender Risk

Assessment Committee (SORAC). Most

offenders have a risk level when they leave

prison. An Offender who has recently moved

to the state, served a short time in iail or no jail

may temporarily appear as "Unassigned Risk."

This is because the SORAC Committee has not
yet made their determination on the
offenders' risk. SORAC is notified of the need

to assess risk when the Offender registers for
the first time.

Low-Risk and Offenders Against Children must
register 1 time per year in the month of their
birth. Moderate-Risk Offenders must register 2

times per year in February and August. High-

Risk Offenders must register 4 times per year

in January, April, July and October'

Where an Offender Can Live

Law Enforcement cannot dictate where an

Offender chooses to reside as they retain
many of their rights when thev are back in the
community. Low Risk Offenders are not
prohibited from living anywhere. Moderate
Risk Offenders are not prohibited from living
anywhere but a state Park. High Risk

Offenders cannot reside at a State Park or
within 500 feet of a published Pre-School,
Elementary School, Middle School, or High

School. There is no exclusion for Daycares.

There are no state laws prohibiting where a

Low, Moderate, or High-Risk offender can

workotherthan a job with a schoolor daycare.

School Property

There are restrictions when and whether an

Offender may be on school property. They may

not enter school property unless they are
voting in a public polling place, attending an

open meeting held in a school building (NDCC

44-04), or unless they are allowed on school
property in compliance with a wriften policy
adopted by the School Board. lf no policy

exists, they can only enter with written
permission from the School's Governing Body.

contact your child's school for more
information on their Offender Policy.

Community Safety

The Cass county Sheriffs Office checks on
offenders several times each year to confirm
compliance with their registry requirements.
The attention of the notification process along
with frequent visits by Law Enforcement seem

to act as a deterrent to criminal behavior. We
recommend communities always take
standard precautions and not just when they
are alerted an Offender has moved tothe area.

Community Notification

Law Enforcement is responsible for
community notifications when an Offender
moves into a community and there is a need
for public safety.

The Cass County Sheriffs Office uses a variety
of tools to notify communities based on risk
level or need for public safety. Notification
tools may include social media
(Facebook/Next Door), Newspaper, Posters,

w News (High Risk Residence Only), and
Community Meetings (High Risk Residence

Only). Law Enforcement, Schools, Victims and
Your City Leaders will be notified every time.

Please note that public notification
information should not be used to harass
Offenders or their families.

For A Searchable List of Sex

Offenders
https ://sexoffend er.nd.gov/offe

nder/search

The North Dakota Attorney
General's Sex Offender

lnformation
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